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Hundreds clean up shores

® Volunteers comb 11 local areas
as part of an international effort.

CHRIS SWINGLE
STAFF WRITER

Intermittent rain Satur-
day morning didn’t deter
glove-clad volunteers from
picking up litter — and
documenting each food
wrapper, Styrofoam worm
tub and cigarette butt —
along Irondequoit Bay.

“I don’t care if it rains, as
long as I'm helping nature,”
said Alina Mueller, 8, of
Gananda, Wayne County,
who pitched in along with

her brother, Noah, 6, and
their grandmother, Cathy
Medina, 61, of Macedon,
‘Wayne County.

The 80 volunteers at the
bay, along with more than
400 estimated at 10 other
parks or public land across
Monroe County, were part
of the 21st annual Interna-
tional Coastal Cleanup.

Jamie Romeo of Ironde-
quoit helped start the
Rochester area’s participa-
tion in the event 15 years

“(Students) need to see the trash
ends up somewhere.”

KAREN SMITH
Pittsford-Mendon High School teacher

ago at the age of 8 when
she read of the interna-
tional effort.

She and friends from a
4-H group, with their par-
ents, held a cleanup at Du-
rand Eastman Park. Now a
graduate student at State
University College at

Brockport, she’s still in-
volved.

She said cleanups were
planned Saturday at Du-
rand-Eastman, Ontario
Beach Park, Hamlin Beach,
Webster Park, Braddock

KRIS J. MURANTE staff photographer
Corinne Martelli, left, daughter Jeannine, 9, and friend
ikayla Morelli, 8, help scour Irondequoit Bay.
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